The granulosa cell-derived large luteal cell may be viewed as an endocrine cell of dual endocrine nature. It produces steroid hormones (mainly progesterone) and different peptide hormones, two of the best known being oxytocin and relaxin (1) . Human relaxin is encoded by two genes, named HI and H2, but only H2 appears to be expressed in the corpus luteum (2) . Relaxin itself is a heterodimeric peptide, which in the human is synthesized primarily in the large granulosa-lutein cell (3) . Relaxin is known to be stored in and released from secretory granules of these cells (3) . The (16) (17) (18) . Ratios of the recordings at 340 and 380 nm were determined as described (19) . Test Another similar incubation was started on culture day 7 (using a pool of cells from two women). The incuba¬ tions were terminated by removal of medium, which was split for determination of progesterone by RIA, as described earlier (16, 20) , and relaxin using the ELISA described below. Cellular protein per plate was determined with the help of the BCA protein kit (Pierce, Rockford, IL) as described (18) (Fig. 3) 
